The Coming of the Martians (H.G. Wells)

No one would have believed in the last years of the nineteenth century that this world was being watched
keenly and closely by intelligences greater than man's and yet as mortal as his own; that as men busied
themselves about their various concerns they were scrutinised and studied, perhaps almost as narrowly

as a man with a microscope might scrutinise the transient creatures that swarm and multiply in a drop of

water.

Rules

The race is taking place on Horsell Common. Martians may appear and disrupt the race, but it would be
unsporting to call it off in the trivial case of an alien invasion. The army chaps can handle that later.
After the race.

I recommend not having more than 3 Cylinders land in any given race and no more than 3 Tripods. For
the Cylinders I use silver painted Ice Tea drink bottles, sawn at an angle. The crater rim can be
represented with bushes, sponge, clay or plasticine. There is an excellent paper model Tripod that can be
downloaded from here - http://home.hetnet.nl/mr_11/173/erwin47/models/tripod/

A way to determine the random location of a cylinder is to roll for the table edge, roll for how many
inches away from the centre of the table edge — and finally a roll for how far into the table the Cylinder
appears.

Changes to the Spoiler rules.

As usual the first turn’s Joker does nothing.

After the second turn’s Joker is turned up, the first cylinder falls. See the Falling Star card for details.
Whenever the Joker is turned over thereafter, take a card from the The Coming of the Martians Deck (or
activate a Spoiler) and move a random Tripod (if one is on the board) a distance of 4D6” towards the
farthest table edge from its initial Cylinder. Ignore terrain. It pretty much acts as a moving obstacle, but
one capable of using an Heat Ray. If it moves through a Conveyance, treat it as being Rammed.
Spoilers may still turn up, depending on how crowded a game you want. As I play this with few
participants, I use quite a few figures for the crowd watching, so they can rush over to the Cylinders and
then run away later getting in the racers’ way.

Recommended Deck of Cards-
2 of The Falling Star

3 of The Tripod

6 of The Heat Ray

3 of Bacteria
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